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Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member Frelinghuysen, members of the committee, thank you for allowing me to testify today about the need for increased NASA funding.  As the representative of the Johnson Space Center for 9 years now, I am grateful to have a close relationship with the space community.  Since my days as a physical science teacher during the Apollo era, I have had a profound appreciation for NASA and its mission.  Now I know not every Member is lucky enough to represent a gem like JSC.  But I would like to point out that every single Member on this subcommittee, and all but one on the full committee, represent a part of our nation’s space program.  NASA operates in or purchases services from suppliers in nearly every state.  With over 58,000 civil servants and contractors and 1500 suppliers, NASA’s reach into our communities and local economies is immense.  

NASA isn’t just about sampling moon dust and traveling through our universe, but it’s about what we will discover along the way.  NASA’s scientists and engineers, and the small businesses they partner with, develop new technologies every year that save and improve lives – and I don’t mean just Tang and cell phones.  One year ago I underwent quadruple bypass surgery.  Luckily, my doctors were able to diagnose my condition and successfully treat me thanks to technology invented by NASA.  A simple search on NASA’s “Spinoff” website turns up 35 heart-related inventions which have no doubt saved millions of lives.  Houston’s own Dr. Michael DeBakey partnered with NASA to invent a heart pump based on rocket engine flow.  There’s also the heart rate monitor, laser angioplasty, and the pacemaker.  I was also fortunate to undergo LASIK surgery to correct my vision – an invention that came about through a Small Business Innovation Research Contract at the Johnson Space Center.  NASA has been issued over 6,300 patents, nearly one in every thousand of all patents ever issued by the U.S. Patent Office since 1790.

Clearly, the benefits we have received from our space program over the past 50 years far outweigh our investment, which currently is only 0.6% of the Federal budget.  Yet while we have assigned NASA greater responsibility in recent years, its budget has not kept pace with inflation.  I am deeply concerned about the state of NASA’s budget and the Administration’s FY09 request.  The President’s budget would not even fully cover the cost of inflation.  I am disappointed that not only has NASA been consistently under funded, but has been forced to shift funding within the agency, robbing aeronautics and earth science to pay for science and exploration.  We have been told that NASA will make do with resources available, but there is too much at stake to “make do”.   I fear if we continue down this path of anemic funding we will once again be caught behind the curve as we were in 1957.  
As the representative of JSC, the home of the Astronaut Corp, I have long been a proponent of returning man to the moon and sending humans to Mars.  In 2002 and 2003, I introduced the Space Exploration Act to set a new course for research and discovery for NASA.  Much of this Act was incorporated into the President’s ‘Vision for Space Exploration’.  Unfortunately, there were unforeseen circumstances which have strained NASA’s budget.  The agency incurred a total of $2.3 billion for Space Shuttle Return to Flight activities stemming from the Columbia disaster.  Of this amount, $930 million was reallocated from other crucial NASA programs.  Diverting these funds - primarily from Space Shuttle, Exploration and the International Space Station accounts - led to a reduction in science activities and R & D essential to the completion of the Constellation program.  Because NASA did not have adequate funds for both Return to Flight and Exploration, we now face a widening space flight gap and a potentially dangerous reliance on other nations for access to space. 

A strong NASA has widespread economic, scientific, educational, and inspirational impacts.  For each direct space job, 4.4 other jobs are created.  The nation’s space economy contributed over $98 billion in economic activity and 550, 000 jobs to the American economy in 2004 alone.  The far-reaching impact of the space economy on our nation is unquestionable, and I believe this infusion of funds will have an immediate impact resulting in a stronger economy both in the near-term and over the longer term. 
With all of this in mind, I ask for your consideration for including and additional $2 billion for NASA programs in the FY09 CJS Act.  This investment would reimburse NASA for funds diverted away from vital activities due to under-funding and return-to-flight activities as well as accelerate the Constellation program, which is vital to our nation’s economic and technological leadership.  
NASA Administrator Griffin recently testified that an additional $2 billion would help to bring Constellation on line in 2013 as opposed to 2015.  The fact that NASA’s FY09 budget request includes $2.6 billion to purchase crew and cargo transportation services over five years is therefore confounding.  Frankly, I believe spending that money here at home to accelerate development of the Constellation program and shorten the space flight gap is a much better use of taxpayer dollars that would otherwise go to potentially unstable allies including Russia and China.  
I believe it is not just about the destination, but what we will discover about our universe and ourselves along the way.  We all know the mission will spur technology and business and improve our quality of life.  But we cannot do any of that if we are under funding science.  We will not have the answers we need to go further.  Funding for NASA brings us closer to amazing new discoveries and is necessary to remain competitive in the 21st century.  We CAN afford to do this – we CANNOT afford NOT to.  
---------------------------------------------------

Now I would like to introduce a leader in our community, Bob Mitchell, President of the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership (BAHEP).  BAHEP is a leading booster of NASA in Texas and runs the Space Alliance Technology Outreach Program (SATOP).  SATOP helps small businesses who cannot afford to have a rocket scientist on or engineer on staff to use their expertise and NASA technology to grow, create and retain jobs, and contribute to our economy.  The return on investment for this program is incredible; I fully support this invaluable program and ask for your support as well.  
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